
1 

 

The Lowdown 

He Panui o Kaituna                           South Dunedin Community Newsletter 
Issue 16 Hui Tanguru/February 2019 

New year, new beginning for South Dunedin Community Worker 

South Dunedin has a new 
Community Network, and a new 
Community Worker. 

Arising from the recent series of 
Community Hui, a group of local hui 
participants got together and applied for 
some money from the DCC’s new 
“place based community funding”. 

Luckily, the application was successful 
and the group won enough money to 
recruit a Community Worker. Michell 
Reddy has been appointed to the role, 
and started working in the South 
Dunedin area in January. Catholic 
Social Services has kindly found some 
space for her and she will operate from 
their premises in Macandrew Rd.  

Michell starts with a clean slate. There have been 
other community workers in the area before, and 
some agencies have staff who support their clients 
in the area and who may run some programmes. 
But members of the network can’t recall there 
being a worker whose sole focus is on South 
Dunedin, and on investigating ways of identifying 
needs, and in coming up with community-led 
initiatives to address those needs.  

The Community Network team want to make it 
clear that although the funding is from the city 
council, it is not a council-led project.  

“This is about the South Dunedin community 
working together, finding our own solutions that will 
build on our strengths and make it an even better 
place in which to live. We are grateful to the council 
for their support, but what we do next is up to us,” 
according to network member Mike Tonks 

Since starting in her role, Michell has been busy 
getting know some of the people who live in this 
interesting, ethnically diverse part of town. A big 
part of her role will be gaining information and 
hearing from people, so you will see her around at 
events and meetings.  
(continued on page 3) 

Newly-appointed Community Worker Michell Reddy (centre) with members of the South Dunedin 
Community Network, form left, Mike Tonks, Eleanor Doig, Anna Kraack and Craig Waterhouse. 
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Volunteer situations vacant 
Newsletter delivery people 

We require a team of individuals who can deliver the 
Lowdown to homes once a month. 

If you can help, please contact us at our email 
address on the back page 

Share the love. 

If you have finished reading, pass it on!  

Are you enjoying reading this newsletter? How 
about passing it on when you have finished? 

We can only manage a print run of about 1,600 so 
you may have neighbours who haven’t see this 
edition. So give it away. You know you want to.  

 

Kia ora! Talofa Lava! Welcome and Happy New 
Year! 

The next community hui will be held on February 
25 at the Blind Foundation, 458 Hillside Rd. 

It will start at 5.30 and again there will be great 
food provided by the team from CCS. It will finish at 
8pm.  

Michell, Eleanor and Mike welcome you to join the 
excitement of building the future of South Dunedin 
by sharing your vision for the future of our 
community.  

Together we will make South Dunedin an incredible 
place to live.   

This is a great opportunity to meet Michell, the new 
Community Worker for South Dunedin. 

Amongst the agenda items are: 

The Hub/Community Centre/Library  

The long awaited permanent ‘hub’ is less than a 
year away! Jane Nevill and Simon Pickford from 
the DCC will update us on what they have been 
thinking about and together we will look at some of 
their options and tell them the things we want to 
see in this community resource.   

Water and Sea - level Rise 

A regular feature of the hui will be Tom Dyer and 
Maria Iaonnou from the DCC updating us on 
progress addressing rising sea levels and flooding 
and hearing from the group how this is affecting us.  
Project Updates 

Street Festival, Wheels day, Busking festival, 
Community Gardens – find out what is happening 
in your neighbourhood. 

Increasing Involvement 

Who is here and who needs to be here and how do 
we grow our connections within this web? Bring a  
friend and get an extra chocolate bar! 
 

RSVP by Monday 18th Feb to 
michell@cathsocialservices.org.nz 

 

Your voice is important. This is your 
opportunity to have your say about what 

happens in your neighbourhood. 

We look forward to seeing you and working 
together for a thriving vibrant community for all.  

-The South Dunedin Community Network.  

Your input is invited - community hui Monday February 25  
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Those readers who were paying attention may 
recall that in issue 14 we ran an article about the 
earthquake risk in South Dunedin. To summarise, it 
turns out that the area is at risk from several 
currently inactive fault lines. 

One complicating factor when it comes to making 
plans to mitigate the worst effects, is that there is 
not a lot of detailed information about what the 
ground is like below the surface.  

South Dunedin soil is made up of a mixture of sand 
and silt that absorbs water from rainfall. The 
underground water has been measured as usually 
sitting about half a metre below the ground surface. 
The groundwater table is dynamic, rising and 
falling with tides and seasonal conditions. It soaks 
up rainfall and surface runoff like a sponge, and 
transports this water towards the sea.  

To better understand how this underground strata 
behaves, the ground will come under close 
scientific scrutiny in a new research project on soil 
conditions and below-surface water levels. 

EQC, GNS Science, QuakeCORE, the Dunedin 
City Council, the University of Otago and the Otago 
Regional Council have joined forces on a project to 

test the soil and install instruments that can take 
water level measurements every 10 minutes. 

EQC Senior Advisor John Scott says results from 
the study will help understand the effects of rainfall 
and tidal movement on the water level under the 
ground, and how the soil may behave in an 
earthquake. 

“With solid scientific data from this project, the 
community can make better decisions on how to 
reduce risk,” he says.  “For example, we will have a 
much better idea of how wide and deep building 
foundations should be to handle conditions in an 
earthquake.” 

ORC Engineering, Hazards, and Science Director 
Dr Gavin Palmer says the soil will be tested by 
cones pushed about 15 metres deep into the soil at 
about 20 different locations, mostly on road 
reserve, and water level monitors will be installed 
in tubes, called piezometers, at some of these 
locations. 

“As well as giving us a better understanding of 
what’s going on now, the testing will help 
develop better computer models of the 
impacts of future storms and sea level 
rise,” Dr Palmer says. “This in turn lets us 
better understand options to mitigate 
against and adapt to these effects in 
future.” 

DCC Group Manager 3 Waters Tom Dyer 
says the DCC has budgeted $35 million on 
flood alleviation in South Dunedin over the 
next 10 years. 

“The piezometer data will help inform 
options for exactly what that money should 
be spent on. 

“The information will also be useful in 
preparing for an imminent flood, as 
response agencies will have a better idea 
of how much capacity the ground has to 
hold rainwater at any given time,” Mr Dyer 

says. 
Installation of the piezometers began in January, 
and data gathered from them will be available on 
request from the Otago Regional Council. 

What lies beneath - a close look at South D underground 

(continued from page 1) 

When asked to describe her approach to her work, 
Michell says, “I believe in grassroots change, I'm 
not here to make decisions, I'm here to listen and 
support the community in making their visions a 
reality. This means that I will be actively seeking 
those whose voices aren't typically heard but play a 
large part in the community.” 

The early stages of her work will involve drafting a 
plan for community consultation. “I believe ALL 
voices are important and solutions to community 
problems must come from the community itself. If 

residents cannot come to community hui etc, I will 
take consultation to them,” according to Michell.  

For now, she is just excited about getting going, 
and looking forward to what she might discover. As 
she describes it, “I love listening to people and 
learning from their stories, I have learnt something 
from each and every person I have spoken to. I 
love seeing the heart of South D, walking through 
the streets and finding hidden gems.” 

To contact Michell with any queries or suggestions, 
email her at michell@cathsocialservices.org.nz 

Call or text on 027 276 9355 

A simplified geological cross section through South Dunedin, showing volcanic bedrock and 

valley-infill sediments. A dashed line indicates the direction of drainage towards the coast 

during the last glacial period when sea level was up to 120 m lower than present and the 

shoreline was as much as 35 km further out. The valley is now buried beneath the poorly 

consolidated sediments which comprise the South Dunedin plain. (www.orc.govt.nz) 
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Get your Lowdown direct to your inbox. 

Email us at southdlowdown@gmail.com and you will receive each 
edition as a PDF document. You can then share it far and wide. 

 
Every Rahina/Monday:  
Dunedin Korean Playgroup 
10.00am - 3.00pm @ the Early Years Hub. A group 
for Mums from the Korean Community 
B4 School Check, 10am - 2pm @ the Hub,  
ph 0800 247224 to make appointment 
Elementary English Class, 1pm -  3pm, run by 
English language Partners, @ the Early Years 
Hub, ph 455 5266 
Steady As You Go gentle exercise falls prevention 
classes, 9.15 -10.15 am and again 10.30 – 11.30 
am @  South Dunedin Baptist Church $2-$3 / 
class.  
Contact Margaret, Age Concern Otago 479-3052 
Steady As You Go class 2– 3pm @ Pop-up hub, 
Hillside Rd, $2-$3 / class.  
Contact Margaret, Age Concern Otago 479-3052 
 
Every Ratu/Tuesday:  
Steady As You Go gentle exercise falls prevention 
classes, 9.15 -10.15 am and again 10.30 – 11.30 
am @  South Dunedin Baptist Church $2-$3 / 
class.  
Contact Margaret, Age Concern Otago 479-3052 
Kat's Playtime Playgroup, 10am - 12 midday 
Every Tuesday morning @the Early Years Hub 
Contact Katrina, 0211735678 
Koru International Playgroup, 10:30 am – 
1.30pm @ the Early Years Hub. A weekly 
playgroup for 0-5 yr olds. Celebrating our unique 
cultures. Dress-ups, music, cooking science and 
more.  
For more information, please contact Ainee Cha 
021 201 6704 
 
Every Raapa/Wednesday:  
Coffee and Chat, 1.30 - 2.30pm, South Dunedin 

Baptist Church, $1.00. Guest speakers and 
activities. 
Storytime 1:30pm during school terms. Stories 
and songs for pre-school children & their  
caregivers. @ South Dunedin Community Pop 
Up, 199 Hillside Rd, South Dunedin. 
 
Every Rapare/Thursday:  
Tai Chi class @ St James Presbyterian Church, 
King Edward St, 1.30 – 2.30 pm $3, contact 
Margaret, Age Concern Otago 479-3052 
B4 School Check, 10am - 2pm @ the Early Years 
Hub, ph 0800 247224 to make appointment 
Sidey lunch, 12 noon @ Sidey Hall, Thorn St, 
Caversham. Free 
South Dunedin Seniors Club, 2pm - 3.30pm. 
Entertainment and Afternoon Tea $3.50. 
South Dunedin Community Hall, 255 King Edward 
Street.  
 
Every Ramere/Friday:  
B4 School Check, 10am - 2pm @ the Early Years 
Hub, ph 0800 247224 to make appointment 
Steady As You Go gentle exercise falls prevention 
class, Catholic Social Services, 42 Macandrew 
Road, 11 am - 12 noon. A special class developing 
new exercises for the programme. $3.  
Contact Margaret, Age Concern Otago 479-3052  
Wild Things Kotuku Multi-Ethnic Playgroup 
12.30pm - 3pm @ the Early Years Hub 
Ph 021 133 6903 or 477 2944 
Craft group, @ Stepping Stones, 186 Macandrew 
Rd, 10am - 1pm, free. 
Dunedin Korean Playgroup 
10am - 3pm @ the Early Years Hub. A group for 
Mums from the Korean Community. 
Karyn's Playgroup, 10am - 12 midday @ the 
Early Years Hub 

What’s on in South D?  Your community calendar 

Want your event or activity included here?  
Email us at southdlowdown@gmail.com with anything to include, or with any 

amendments to the current calendar 

The Lowdown is produced and distributed by volunteers and relies on contributions from the public. If 

you have anything to include, be it a contribution, or items for the calendar, please email us at 

southdlowdown@gmail.com or contact Nick Orbell at the Dunedin City Council. Special thanks to 

Ganesh and Adrija Rout for sponsoring printing of The Lowdown.  

Proud to be South D facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/proudtobesouthd/  

as well as the http://southdunedin.org.nz/ website, for more news about developments in our community. 

Deadline for next edition is 8 March 2019 

https://www.facebook.com/proudtobesouthd/
http://southdunedin.org.nz/

