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The Lowdown 

He Panui o Kaituna                           South Dunedin Community Newsletter 
Issue 19 Pipiri/June 2019 

Children of South Dunedin deserve better playgrounds 

Remember when you were a child, how much 
you loved going to the playground? How the 
swings seemed so swingy and the merry-go-round 
was so spinny and the slide was so slidy. (Okay, 
that’s not an actual word, but you get my drift.)  

So, what is the current state of the playgrounds in 
our neighbourhood?  

In the entire area of South Dunedin, from the 
Caversham - Forbury Corner area, to Tainui 
School, there are five children's playgrounds. Apart 
from some playground equipment on some school 
grounds, there are public playgrounds at the Kew 
reserve, Bathgate Park, St Clair, Marlow Park, (aka 
“the dinosaur park”) and Navy Park, on the corner 
of Oxford Street and King Edward St.  

At face value, that seems reasonable enough, 
although it could be argued that there is a bit of a 
gap in the quadrant bounded by Macandrew, 
Forbury, Victoria  and Prince Albert Roads. 

But if you take a look at the actual playground 
equipment on offer, the picture changes.   

The only playgrounds with any decent equipment, 
in any kind of quantity, are those at St Clair and 
Marlow Park, which (coincidentally?) also have 
toilets. All of the others are notable more for what is 
missing, rather than what is actually there.  

All of the three remaining playgrounds have sets of 
swings, but not very much more. At Bathgate Park, 
for instance, the only other equipment is two 
seesaws, but it does have a basketball hoop!  

At Kew reserve there is a small climbing set for 
very small children plus a couple of spinning things. 
The spinners are single use only, which kind of 
defeats the purpose because it is much more fun to 
share the experience. 

There are also a couple of mysterious looking 
structures that are either under construction or 
undergoing maintenance.  

Navy Park is the newest of the playgrounds, and it 
shows. In addition to the swings and small peoples’ 
equipment, there is a multi-person swing, a springy 
seesaw, a single person spinner, but by far the 
best feature of these three  (Continued on Page 2)  

Can we please do better? ...... Bathgate Park playground. 
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Newly-appointed Community Worker Michell Reddy (centre) with members of the South Dunedin 
Community Network, form left, Mike Tonks, Eleanor Doig, Anna Kraack and Craig Waterhouse. 

 

(continued from page 1)  

playgrounds is the large wooden climbing structure.  

While at Navy Park, this reporter spoke to a family 
who were enjoying the winter sunshine. The 
comment was made that what was most needed, 
were toilets. Obvious, really, when you have small 
children. Needless to say, no toilets can be seen at 
either Bathgate Park or Kew reserve.  

So what might we potentially be able to offer in 
terms of a creative, attractive playground? 

Hands up who has travelled an hour and a half 
north to Oamaru, and stopped off at the 
magnificent waterfront playground? With a 
steampunk themed set of swings and rocket-ship 
slide, it also embraces environmental subjects in a 
wondrous juxtaposition of ideas. Sculptures of 
marine mammals and bird life rise out of colonial 
era macrocarpa stumps, appealing to the artistic 
soul who might have also just had a really good 
time on the rocket slide.  

Even closer to home, the flying fox is proving to be 
a huge asset to the Woodhaugh Gardens.  
When you think about what a children's’ 
playground could actually be, you begin to realise 
that what we have here in South Dunedin is far 
from adequate. 
Please, won’t somebody think of the children? 
One person concerned enough to take action is 
Craig Waterhouse, of the South Dunedin Business 

Association. Craig spoke to the DCC about the 
Bathgate Park playground in February, and 
outlined the positive impact that a good playground 
can have on a community, in many different ways.  

“It’s a nice spot, situated towards the sun and with 
shelter from the wind,” he says, “but with a greater 
choice of equipment, the potential benefit to the 
community is greatly increased. As well as 
encouraging physical activity, well equipped 
playgrounds become a social hub as well.” 

At the Lowdown, we would like to see significant 
investment by the city council in playground 
development. We believe that our children deserve 
better than they are getting, in terms  of 
recreational opportunities and choices. We ask the 
council to commit to 

• Installing toilets at the three playgrounds 
discussed here, currently without any 

• Consider developing Marlow Park, or a 
completely new space, into a themed 
playground that provides a cultural and 
artistic expression of our unique southern 
environment and history - our story 

• Getting feedback from the community about 
 ways of improving the range and quality of 
 playground equipment available for children 
 to use 
 

Think of it as an investment in our shared future.  

Spot the playground not in South D.... Clockwise from top left: Navy Park, Kew reserve, also Kew reserve. Oamaru steampunk 
themed playground. Yes. That enormous structure in the background is a slide. For children.  
(Credit  https://www.albomadventures.com/things-to-do-in-oamaru/  Copyright Rhonda Albom. Used with permission) Bottom 
left, the climbing ship/fortress thing at Navy Park.  

https://www.albomadventures.com/things-to-do-in-oamaru/
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The Puaka Matariki festival is unique to Ōtepoti Dunedin, 
marking the Māori New Year through community events. Join us in 
celebrating this midwinter season of wānaka (learning) and 
whanaukataka (community spirit).  

This period straddles the end of the second term and the beginning 
of the midyear school holidays, so you can expect to see a galaxy of 
family-friendly, mātauraka Māori, Toi Māori, and collaborative art-
science events on the Festival programme. 

Join us in celebrating the midwinter season of wānaka (learning) 
and whanaukataka (community spirit). 
Nau mai, tautimai – everyone is welcome!  

Go to https://matarikidunedin.co.nz/  to find out about events, 
and for some great educational resources. 

Kia ora all! 
Can you believe we’re 
halfway through the 
year! 
We’ve had an 
interesting month! We 
popped into the Men’s 
Shed at King’s High 
School. Did you know 
they help out local 
schools, kindergartens 
and community 
organisations by 
building playgrounds 
and benches? We 
continue to visit the wide range of groups around 
South Dunedin to get a better understanding of our 
community and the people who live here. 
 
We are looking for input on bus services in South 
Dunedin. We have heard from the community a 
wide range of concerns since bus services from 
Green Island were cut. Please get in contact if 
you’d like be part of these discussions. 
 
We are continuing Community Conversations 
by holding free barbecues in July! Come by 
Anderson’s Bay Countdown on the 6th and 
Countdown South on the 27th of July for a free 
food including a sausage sizzle and your say 
into all things South Dunedin! 
 
New Logo South Dunedin Community Network: 
A few months ago we held a voting booth to decide 
our new logo at the South Dunedin Street Festival. 
Around 150 people voted and we had a narrow 

lead for our new logo below! 
 
Projects that we are working on: 
Crooked Spoke Free 
Bikes: Crooked Spoke 
are looking to set up, 
repair bikes and give 
them out for free. They 
are currently looking for 
a place in South 
Dunedin, so let us know 
if you have any ideas or 
connections. 
Teddy Bear Hospital 

and Pop Up 
Playground: We are 
looking forward to 
bringing a Teddy Bear 
Hospital to South 
Dunedin on August 17th! 
Mark your calendar, for a 
day of fun (and possibly 
learning) with St John, 
Plunket and Otago 
Medical School. 

Community Conversations: We want to hear your 
thoughts, wishes and hopes for South Dunedin. 
People of South Dunedin (Oral Histories): 
Currently in talks with various groups to make this 
happen. 
Next Community Hui: 12 August (More details 
to come) 
If you’d like to get in touch or volunteer please feel 
free to contact me at: michellr@southd.net.nz or 
027 276 9355  

Notes from the Network - What’s been happening in the hood 
with Community Development Worker Michell Reddy 

Matariki Huka Nui 2018 Ringawera | North East 
Valley Project [Credit: Roslyn Nijenhuis] 
https://matarikidunedin.co.nz/images-of-previous-
puaka-matariki-festivals/   

 

Dunedin Puaka Matariki Festival 

25 JUNE – 9 JULY 2019 

mailto:michellr@southd.net.nz
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Get your Lowdown direct to your in-
box. 

Email us at southdlow-
down@gmail.com and you will receive 
each edition as a PDF document. You 

can then share it far and wide. 

We are changing the look of this section of the 
Lowdown. We are no longer calling it a 
Community Calendar; it will now be our Community 
Directory.  
To have your club, group, or activity included, 
please contact us using the email address below.  
There is much more happening than what is 
included her, so don’t be shy! Let us know what 
your group is doing. 
 
Playgroups 
Storytime 1:30pm Wednesdays during school 
terms. Stories and songs for pre-school children & 
their caregivers. @ South Dunedin Community Pop 
Up, 199 Hillside Rd, South Dunedin. 
 
Music and Movement programme for preschool 
age children, gold coin donation. 
10am Mondays @ Nations Church during school 
terms. Starts with Music session then morning tea 
(please bring you child’s own), story time, and then 
free play. 
 
Clubs and groups  
Coffee and Chat, Wednesdays 1.30 - 2.30pm, 
South Dunedin Baptist Church, $1.00. Guest 
speakers and activities. 
 
South Dunedin Seniors Club, Thursdays1.45pm - 
3.30pm. Entertainment and Afternoon Tea $3.50. 
South Dunedin Community Hall, 255 King Edward 
Street. For more information call Age Concern, 
4771040 
 
Tai Chi class Thursdays @ St James Presbyterian 

Church, King Edward St, 1.30 – 2.30 pm $3, 
contact Margaret, Age Concern Otago 479-3052 
 
Sidey lunch, Thursdays, 12 noon @ Sidey Hall, 
Thorn St, Caversham. Free 
 
Craft group, Fridays @ Stepping Stones, 186 
Macandrew Rd, 10am - 1pm, free. 
 
Otepoti Babywearing Library, 10.00am - 
12.00pm @ Early Years Hub, last Wednesday of 
each month is our meeting and library 
 
Southern Seniors Golden Age Programme (65+) 
Meets Wednesdays at 10:00am. Programmes 
available at Nations church or for more information 
contact Lindsay and Lois 4545612 
 
Health and Social Services 
Conscious Parenting, a heart-centred approach to 
nurturing ourselves and our families. 10.00am - 
1.00pm. 2nd Wednesday in the month, @ Early 
Years Hub 
 
Steady As You Go gentle exercise falls prevention 
classes. Mondays 2pm @ the pop-up  Hub, 
Tuesdays, 9.15 -10.15 am and again 10.30 – 11.30 
am @  South Dunedin Baptist Church. Fridays 
11am @ Catholic Social Services.  
Contact Margaret, Age Concern Otago 479-3052  
 
Elementary English Class, 12.30pm -  2.30pm, 
run by English Language Partners, @ 103 
Macandrew Rd ph 455 5266. Not held during 
school holidays. 

What’s on in South D?  Your community directory 

Volunteer situations vacant 
Newsletter delivery people 

We require a team of individuals who can deliver 
the Lowdown to homes once a month. 

If you can help, please contact us at our email 
address on this page 

 
Want your event or activity included here?  

Email us at southdlowdown@gmail.com with anything to include, or with any 
amendments to the current directory 

The Lowdown is produced and distributed by volunteers and relies on contributions from the public. If 

you have anything to include, be it a contribution, or items for the directory, please email us at 

southdlowdown@gmail.com or contact Michell at michellr@southd.net.nz . Special thanks to Ganesh 

and Adrija Rout for sponsoring printing of The Lowdown.  

Proud to be South D facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/proudtobesouthd/  

as well as the http://southdunedin.org.nz/ website, for more news about developments in our community. 

Deadline for next edition is 12 July 2019 

https://www.facebook.com/proudtobesouthd/
http://southdunedin.org.nz/

