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Local body elections coming up — make sure your vote counts!
It can be confusing when voting for local
council and mayoral candidates. All those
names and you only recognise a few of them. And
this year, with incumbent mayor Dave Cull stepping
down, there are fourteen candidates vying for the
position.
South Dunedin residents will have the opportunity
to question these mayoral candidates at a public
meeting on September 9.
The purpose of the meeting, which is being
convened by the Greater South Dunedin Action
Group and the St Clair Action Group, is to canvas
the views of mayoral candidates with regard to the
future of the suburbs of South Dunedin through to
Ocean Beach.
The St Clair Action Group (SCAG) has been
advocating for a planned approach to the Ocean
Beach Domain (St Clair to Lawyers Head) for many
years.
Richard Egan, SCAG co-chair notes, “SCAG is
calling on the councils to develop an integrated
coastal protection plan for Ocean Beach,
addressing such issues as sand retention and
beach erosion, Kettle Park erosion, and the sea
wall”.
“These beaches are important amenities open to
all, rich and poor. The council uses images of these
beaches in its advertising; it is time we resourced
their conservation appropriately” said Mr Egan.
(Continued on page 2)
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Local elections (continued from page one)
“The Greater South Dunedin Action Group
(GSDAG) shares many of the concerns of the St
Clair Action Group and is delighted to join with them
in this public meeting”, said Ray Macleod, GSDAG
chair.
This area presents a number of challenges and
opportunities and the Groups are keen on behalf of
the communities to hear the views of all the Mayoral
Candidates. They feel that this public meeting is
timely, and gives the people of the area an
opportunity to materially influence the outcome of
the mayoral vote.
The communities are aware of the interest nationally
in at-risk coastal communities and this meeting is an
opportunity for the community to voice its concerns
and hear proposals and leadership.
SCAG & GSDAG believe we all need to listen
carefully to the mayoral aspirants and choose the
one that we think best fits our aspirations.
The meeting will be held at the Nations Church, 334
King Edward Street, South Dunedin and gets
underway at 6:00pm.
Here are some scenes from the successful Teddy
Bear Hospital and Pop Up Playground on August
10 at Carisbrook School. On a wet, wintry day we
had an incredible turnout of at least 250 kids and
their parents. We know this because we gave out
almost all of our free elephants made by Stitch
Kitchen! Huge thanks to everyone involved.

The Lowdown is produced and distributed by
volunteers and relies on contributions from the
public. If you have anything to include, be it a
contribution, or items for the directory, please email
us at southdlowdown@gmail.com or contact
Michell at michellr@southd.net.nz . Special thanks
to Ganesh and Adrija Rout for sponsoring
printing of The Lowdown.
Check out our facebook page
facebook.com/southdunedincommunitynetwork/
as well as the http://southdunedin.org.nz/ website,
for more news about developments in our
community.
Deadline for next edition is 4 October
2019
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Notes from the Network - What’s been happening in the hood
with Community Development Facilitator Michell Reddy
Kia ora, Talofa Lava!
Can you believe it’s
almost Spring! Dunedin
is one of the most
beautiful places in New
Zealand to be in spring
and summer- contrary
to what some people
think! Take time to have
a walk around our
streets decorated with
cherry blossom and
magnolia flowers.
We have had a packed
few months, and finally
delivered our first South Dunedin Teddy Bear
Hospital and fifth South Dunedin Community Hui,
discussing water issues.
The Teddy Bear Hospital was a bustling day full of
glitter, teddy bear x-rays and snacks.
While we gave out candy floss and free toys and
Belle Babysitters painted faces, Otago School of
Medicine students checked in on those sore
teddies. They bandaged them up and sent them on
their way to Pharmacy students who wrote out
prescriptions for yummy fruit kebabs.
Otago Polytech nurses gave sick teddies a good
check over, followed by Oral Health students who
taught kids about teeth and gave out Peppa Pig
toothbrushes and toothpaste.
After a visit to the fire engine and a skip into the
hall, there was a spread of snacks, lunchbox ideas
from Otago School of Dietetics, and fun activities
with Otago School of Physio and Plunket. Lastly, a
giant pirate ship bouncy castle and toys from
Caversham Toy Library awaited for play and a bit

of a break for parents and caregivers.
Thank you very much to the 60-plus volunteers,
and to Carisbrook School for hosting us.
At our fifth Community Hui, around 200 residents,
DCC staff and organisations packed into Bathgate
Park School on a wintry, cold night to discuss
water. From our Community Conversations this has
been highlighted as one of the main concerns in
South Dunein.
Several speakers from the DCC, Otago Regional
Council (ORC) and GNS (the Institute of Geological
and Nuclear Sciences) presented information
ranging from improvements to infrastructure for
waste water, storm water and drinking water, to
strategies for managing climate change, to what is
actually happening under the ground when it rains
or there is a high tide.
After each speaker, we gave people the
opportunity to write and ask questions to staff. We
have collated your questions and sent them to the
DCC/ ORC. We will be writing up an accessible
easy to read report on what was discussed, our
findings from recent Community Conversations and
the answers to your questions. We hope to get this
out as soon as we can.
Looking ahead, we are planning exciting projects
for summer including a Climate Change Art Project
and Workshops, another Pop Up Playground and
Summer BBQ! We continue to ask you what is
important to you about South Dunedin, what do you
love about this place and what would you like to
see. If your group would like to be part of this,
please get in touch.
If you’d like to get in touch or volunteer please feel
free to contact me at: michellr@southd.net.nz or
027 276 9355

October 19, 2019

To register, visit

https://southdunedin.org.nz/busking-festival/
or email
southdunedinstreetfestival@gmail.com

Great work, team!
If you are lucky enough to have the Lowdown
delivered to your address, here are some of the
team that does it. Each edition, (from left) Brian,
Blair, Leslie and Todd deliver around 700 copies to
a chunk of housing around the Bathgate and Cutten
Streets area.
Thanks very much, folks. Your time and effort is
greatly appreciated.
If you are also able to help, please contact us at
southdlowdown@gmail.com.
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OUR COMMUNITY: Jo Millar President, Greypower Otago Inc.
After moving to Dunedin and having health related
issues and inadequate care, Jo Millar wrote a letter
to the Southern DHB and after having a look at the
letter Greypower invited her to join the committee!
Surprisingly, after her first AGM in 2005 she was
appointed President of Greypower Otago Inc.
Originally located in Pioneer Women’s Hall she
proposed shifting to a safer, accessible office in
2005. Jo has remained President of Greypower
Otago.
I first met Jo at the beginning of the year when I
began my job as community development facilitator
to have a chat about bus services. I left feeling
awed by the energy and determination that she
showed in social justice and advocating for elderly
people in our community.
Jo is a firestarter and an absolute delight. She’s the
grandmother you secretly wish was yours and now
she devotes much of her time to advocate for
elderly people who may be experiencing
challenges but don’t know where to go for help.
While we’ve moved into being a largely digital
society, Jo has fond memories of being a telegram
operator in her local Post Office in Wellington. She
next went on to be one of the first teletype setters
for the now defunct Evening Post and was at work
the day the Wahine Cook Strait Ferry went down in
1968. She remembers that fateful windy day and
the stories that haven’t been included in history
books- such as the little girl who was killed by a
piece of iron that flew into her bedroom. The lines
of people trying desperately to send telegrams to
loved ones to let them know they were safe and
the eerily quiet aftermath on Wellington streets.
Jo later worked for the National Airlines
Corporation (the domestic airline which later
merged with Air NZ) and then in Police HQ. She
has astonishing stories from these days of fighting
for pay rises, perhaps an indicator of her future
advocacy work in Greypower.
Greypower Otago, like many community
organisations, relies on volunteer support.
Volunteers are integral to everyday operations and
the ongoing advocacy work Greypower
undertakes. A key victory of volunteers at
Greypower was their advocacy in addressing
proposed changes to parking permits for over 75s
which would have greatly impacted accessibility
and added unnecessary costs for older people in
our community.
Some Quick Questions:
What are some hidden gems in South
Dunedin?
Jo: The people. We have a good rapport with the
community through Greypower volunteers. We

would not exist without our volunteers. No matter
how down people are there is always someone
worse off on their minds. People here are very
gracious, unselfish and more community minded
that I’ve found for a long time.
Have you noticed any changes in Dunedin
regarding weather and climate change?
Jo: There are definitely more mild winters. When I
shifted to St Kilda I put in roses that came out in
bud a lot earlier and I only cut the last buds off last
week.
Flooding happened because of poor management
by the council, I am aware of climate change but
floods would not have happened to the same
extent if DCC had maintained things. There
probably would have been some small flooding but
only surface flooding.
At the end of the day the buck stops at the top.
People were moved into motels and were there for
months and post traumatic stress has never been
addressed.
Everyone makes mistakes and the biggest sign of
character is to own up to it and make sure it
doesn’t happen again.
What keeps you going?
I have a philosophy that if I have my faculties
mentally and the ability to get around and a
willingness to speak in public then I should use
them to the best of my abilities. It is a way of giving
back to life what I’ve gotten out of it. Any time you
are able to do something to help someone and
they say thank you- it’s worth it.

Our Community is a series for the Lowdown
highlighting community members in South
Dunedin. Do you know someone who would like to
be profiled? email- michellr@southd.net.nz

Share the love. If you have finished reading this newsletter, pass it on!
You know you want to.
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