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The Lowdown 

He Panui o Kaituna                           South Dunedin Community Newsletter 
Issue 13 Mahuru/September 2018 

Lively Up Yourself – 2018 Street Festival is coming 

Mark Saturday November 3rd 
in red on your calendar. The 
South Dunedin Street 
Festival – Lively Up Yourself 

- is back in town! 

The Lively Up Yourself title 
has been borrowed from Bob 
Marley’s song from the 1974 
album, Natty Dread. It is an 
upbeat reggae song that is 
widely popular and 
encourages people to be 
positive and active.  

We have chosen this to signal 
a change in the Festival, to 
stimulate our imaginations and to mark what is 
different and what is possible. The expression 
Lively Up Yourself is centred on our communities, 
our people being proud, self-motivated and self-
sufficient. It focuses on what we do, who we are 
and where we are from. 

With the focus squarely on South Dunedin, its 
people, businesses and community groups there 
will be something for everyone. 

Come and see Stitch Kitchen and their terrific tote 
bags made out of recycled fabric and learn how to 
do some creative darning. 

Every 15 mins there will be a demonstration of DIY 
skills by Mitre 10 Mega staff, as well as the 
opportunity for kids to learn to make some basic 
skills. 

There will be The Club for our older residents, with 
a place to sit and have a cuppa and the opportunity 
to teach others the fine arts of knitting and crochet. 
There will be people available to accompany you 
out onto the street and all it has to offer, if mobility 
is difficult for you. Anyone keen to be such a 
companion, don’t hesitate to contact Jo or Helen at 
Grey Power on 456-1685. 

(continued on page 3) 

Participants at last year’s South Dunedin Street Festival. Photo: Paul Allen 
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“Kia ora, good evening, I'm Samantha Hayes.  
A magnitude 7.8 earthquake has struck in the 
alpine fault, at 4.30 this evening. The epicentre 
was 30 kilometres west of Haast, and quite 

shallow, at 8 kilometres deep. 

Early reports suggest widespread damage and 
destruction to buildings, roads, communications, 
and infrastructure. There are a large number of 
slips across roads, which have stranded motorists. 
There is no electricity in an area from Westport to 
Haast, and cellphone coverage is down between 
Hokitika and Makarora, and coverage is 
intermittent nationwide. There is no operative 
landline in an area from Greymouth to Makarora.  

Radio and television reception is also disrupted. 
There is no local television coverage from 
Karamea to Makarora, although some people may 
still be able to access satellite tv. Many people will 
also be unable to access radio.” 

It is a very real possibility that this, or something 
like it, will be what leads our tv news one day. 
Scientists know that the alpine fault ruptures once 
on average every three hundred years. The last 
time was in 2017. Averages are just that, and it 
certainly doesn't mean that it WILL go "Ping!" 
anytime soon. But what is true, is that it will rupture 
one day.  

What will that mean for us in South Dunedin? 

Earthquakes occur usually without warning, and 
pose a significant risk to Dunedin.  

Apart from the Alpine Fault, the Akatore Fault 
system, just off the coastline, has the potential to 
cause earthquakes severe enough to damage and 
disrupt infrastructure including buildings, roads and 
bridges as well as services such as power, 
communications, water and sewerage. It has 
history, and although not very active, it last moved 
in 1974.   

In addition, recent studies reported in the Otago 
Daily Times have identified some previously 
unknown faults, including possibly one under 
South Dunedin. Yeeeesssss! Their potential is 
unknown as yet, but they may kick into life if a big 
Alpine Fault quake occurs. 

If a major earthquake occurred, risks to  South 
Dunedin include property damage, liquefaction and 
tsunami, depending on the magnitude and exact 
location.  

An earthquake will severely limit emergency 
services’ ability to respond to calls for assistance.  

Okay okay. It all seems a bit doom-and-gloomy. 
What can we possibly do if we get caught up in a 
big quake? 

We can’t stop the earth’s tectonic plates from 
juddering up against each other, but we can 
prepare ourselves to cope in the event of an 
emergency. 

There are three important steps to take. 

First, work out what to do when it happens. The 
Ministry of Civil Defence has some excellent 
information on their website here: https://
www.civildefence.govt.nz/get-tsunami-ready/#dch 

Another way to prepare is to put together an 
emergency getaway kit; some basics that are 
ready to grab and go. You need a backpack sized 
bag with stuff such as water, first aid kit, muesli 
bars, and so on. Buying items for your getaway kit 
can be challenging for those of us on a tight 
budget. So just do what you can. Red Cross has a 
great video of what goes into a getaway kit here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dBRrhjsnP4. 

One of the best ways to prepare is to have a plan. 
This will include everybody who lives at the 
address, their phone numbers, and will have 
information such as  (continued on page 3) 

Never mind the flood, here’s the earthquake! 

Liquefaction in Christchurch. This could be a reality for many South 

Dunedin residents in the event of a large quake.  

https://keithwoodford.wordpress.com/2011/02/27/understanding-

the-christchurch-earthquake-building-damage/ 

Dunedin’s fault lines. Not showing the one under South D.  

Inset: The recently revealed Kaikorai Fault.  

https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/seismic-shock-city 
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(continued from page 2) where to meet if people 

can’t get home, and who to leave messages with if 

you can’t contact each other. There is a great 

template for a plan on the Civil Defence website 

here: https://www.happens.nz/assets/make-a-plan/

make-a-plan.pdf 

Shakeout 2018  

Here’s a chance to rehearse our earthquake 

preparedness. NZ Civil Defence is conducting a 

nationwide earthquake drill on 18 October at 

9.30am. Everybody (that includes YOU) is 

encouraged to take part, and practise your “drop, 

cover and hold” technique. Visit the website here: 

https://www.shakeout.govt.nz/ to find out more, and 

register your participation. 

Information for this article was provided from the 

following sources: 

https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/evidence-fault-

under-otago-harbour 

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/cd/getting-prepared/

hazards 

https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/seismic-shock

-city 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/science/91971702/dunedins

-closest-active-fault-behaves-strangely-and-the-risk

-is-hard-to-define 

             

         We need you! 
 

 

 

 

Age Concern Otago coordinates volunteer drivers who collectively deliver more than 

500 hot two course meals to Dunedin clients every week. 

Volunteers collect meals from one of the various sites around the city every lunchtime. 

Each run takes about an hour to complete. 

Often our volunteers provide the only human contact with Meals on Wheels clients from 

day to day and both the volunteers and clients describe this as a rewarding experience. 

If you can spare one hour, once or twice per month to deliver a hot lunch time meals to 

people in your community, please call Fiona on 03 479 3055 or 

email Mealsonwheels@ageconcernotago.co.nz 

(Street Festival continued from page 1) 

Local artist and youth worker Claire Rye has been 
working with two groups of rangatahi (young 
people) on an anti-bullying programme for Stopping 
Violence Dunedin. During the programme they 
have designed a community mural called "Aroha 
South Dunedin" that the rangatahi will be painting 
at the Festival.  

The mural depicts the elements they love about 
their community and explores their feelings on 
identity. The mural aims to improve the community 
environment and give the rangatahi something to 
be proud of and have guardianship over. The mural 
is kindly funded by Stopping Violence Dunedin and 
Resene paints.  

There will be many of South Dunedin’s groups and 
communities showing their talents and culture 
through dancing in the street (and on a stage!), a 
fabulous range of musical performers including 
schools, local bands, The Freedom to Sing Choir 
and so much more. South Dunedin has heaps to 
celebrate. 

We will keep you up with developments as they 
evolve, and will publish a programme nearer to the 
time so you can see what’s on when. We do need 
volunteers for the day so if you have some time on 
the day please contact Eleanor on 
eleanordoig14@gmail.com    

Also, remember to keep updated on the Proud to 
be South D facebook page.  

mailto:eleanordoig14@gmail.com
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The ‘problems’ facing South Dunedin should in 
fact be viewed as a great opportunity for urban 
redevelopment in the area, says Ray Macleod, 
resident of St Clair, advocate for South 
Dunedin and business man with an engineering 
and economic background. He has a vision of 
building affordable, warm, dry social housing 
on the flat, replacing some of the oldest and 
poorest quality housing in the area.  

Ray has been a staunch advocate for the 
Surrey St residents, around the problem of 
sewage overflow during flood events. He 
agrees with the DCC’s proposal to divert storm 
and waste water from Kaikorai Valley out to a 
treatment plant in Green Island and thence to 
the sea. Acknowledging this will be a long term 
project – 8 years has been suggested – he also 
thinks the shorter term proposal to block 
sewage from Kaikorai Valley when the sensors 
on the flat indicate that the system there is full, 
and to divert it (after screening out solids) down 
the Kaikorai Stream, is a realistic shorter term 
solution.  

Ray was born in Wakari, the seventh of nine 
children, to parents who, though not well educated, 
were well read and liberal. They were victims of the 
depression and like many families at the time, 
struggled to make ends meet.  

Ray went to school at St Mary’s Kaikorai then 
Christian Brothers and on to St Paul’s. Ray was not 
a natural scholar, preferring, like many boys, to be 
out and doing. Ray and his brothers would go and 
help local farmers, bringing in cows and helping 
with the hay making.  

When he left school he was the first Electricity 
Department civil engineering officer cadet, doing 
five years in the NZ Certificate in Engineering. 
During this time he surveyed transmission lines in 
the Upper Waitaki and did the foundation designs 
for the big mono tubes across South Dunedin, 
amongst other projects. There followed a career in 
civil engineering, including working on sewage and 
water reticulation in Sawyers Bay.  

He studied economics part time at the University of 
Otago, a subject he loved, thus adding to his skill 
base. He has been self employed since 1993 
providing a variety of consulting services to rural 
businesses. 

Ray married Karen when he was 21 years old and 
says that this was one of the best things he ever 
did, despite them both being very young. He has 
two children, son Andrew and daughter Charlotte.  

Some of the lessons he has learnt in his eventful 
life so far are: trust your instincts, and go with 
people who support you; don’t feel sorry for 
yourself, be nice to people and love your kids. 
Sound advice, Ray!  

Ray is a founding member of the Greater South 
Dunedin Action Group, which formed in the 
aftermath of the 2015 floods. Ray says that the 
group meets from time to time, has a core of about 
ten members and “are working though South 
Dunedin concerns and keeping an eye on 
infrastructure planning initiatives and local and 
territorial authority performance in these areas.”  

South Dunedin Lives         Celebrating our people 

South Dunedin advocate Ray Macleod 

The Lowdown is produced and distributed by volunteers and relies on contributions from the 
public. If you have anything to include, be it a contribution, or items for the calendar, please email us at 

southdlowdown@gmail.com or contact Nick Orbell at the Dunedin City Council. Special thanks to 
Ganesh Rout and Adrija Rout for sponsoring printing of The Lowdown.  

Remember to check out the Proud to be South D facebook page,  
https://www.facebook.com/proudtobesouthd/  

as well as the http://southdunedin.org.nz/ website, for more news about developments in our community. 

Deadline for next edition is October 31 

https://www.facebook.com/proudtobesouthd/
http://southdunedin.org.nz/

