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Creative ideas generated at community hui
“South Dunedin is on the rise. There is a growing
sense of community in our part of town, and a
recent get-together of many organisations and
residents who care about South D was proof of
that.” That is the opinion of resident Eleanor Doig,
and she should know.
Eleanor was instrumental in organising the most
recent community hui, held in the Blind Foundation
rooms in April. Attended by forty people, the hui
was convened to provide an opportunity for
interested people to talk to each other about what
is already going on in the community, and to plan
for things they would like to see developing.
People were asked to record what they felt were
the strengths, frustrations and hopes for South
Dunedin. The key strength that emerged was the
resilience, diversity and cultural mix of the
community and that this is a friendly and caring
place to live. People also mentioned accessibility
as a strength because of the area being flat and
easy to move around.
Poverty and poor housing, plus uncertainty
regarding how climate change will affect the
community, were the frustrations and these issues
certainly need to be dealt to.
There was also plenty of optimism, and the sense
that some of the challenges provide real
opportunities for creative and community-led

solutions.
“Many people
spoke of their
desire for a
fully
developed
Community
Hub and
Library; we
want South
Dunedin to
lead the
country in
Community hui organiser Eleanor Doig
dealing
creatively and
effectively with the effects of climate change, so
that our community will continue to flourish; people
wanted there to be more occasions for us to get
together as a community – not just seriously, but
for some fun as well; we wanted local and national
government to work with us to provide warm, dry
affordable housing; some people mentioned us
developing unused spaces for youth activities – hip
hop, dance, music, theatre; and so on.”
The hui also came up with some ideas for things
that could be done in order to help build on the
sense of community that was evident at the
meeting. (Continued on page 4)
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Popular track remains closed, 10 months after slips
At the Lowdown we like to focus on the positive
and enjoy the good things about living here. One of
the good things is the popular track around to
Second Beach from behind the salt water pool. It
leads to a fabulous and much loved spot at an old
quarry, where lovers can sit and gaze at the ocean,
and children can explore the tracks through the
lupins and vines and regenerating native bush.
There are great opportunities for photos and you
can watch the surfers as they ride the moody
southern swells and come in oh-so close off
Forbury Head. Sealions sometimes bask on the
rocks below the track.
Access stopped in July last year, when a two-day
deluge caused 200 slips around Dunedin, two of
them occurring on the Second Beach track. The
track has been closed ever since, while other slips
deemed to be more of a priority are attended to.
There is no sign of when work may begin, although
a mildly-confusing sign of another sort has been
placed at the blocked-off entrance to the track,
below. What does it mean? Are they saying, “the
footpath is closed, but please use it anyway”?

and the Otago Regional Council) any remedial
work is complicated and requires coordination with
available resources. The situation is possibly also
made more complex by the ongoing threat of
coastal erosion, which has seen the track undergo
several repairs over the last few years. The best
information from the DCC is that the track will
continue to remain closed until further notice. There
is no indication as to when any decision will be
made regarding repair work. A note on the DCC

There is, of course, nothing to stop a determined
person from clambering around the rocks at low
tide to check out the situation themselves, which is
exactly what our intrepid reporter did. It was
discovered there are not one, but two slips that
have affected the track. The first slip (pictured,
above right) has occurred not far from the corner
above the pool, where a large section of the bank
has fallen away and made the track unsafe. As
well, debris has fallen onto the track from the bank
above.
However, the most badly affected section is a little
further along, where a great deal of dirt, rocks and
vegetation has slid onto the track, blocking it
completely. (Pictured at centre right) The slip also
spills over the track onto the beach below. It will
require quite a bit of work to repair.
Enquiries at the city council proved inconclusive.
Because there are two councils involved (the DCC

website says “Geotechnical investigations are
being undertaken and the public will be notified
when we have further information about the
timelines of next steps for these areas.”
So there we have it. Locals our reporter spoke to
who once used the track regularly miss having
access. “We understand that there are higher
priority projects” one resident says, “but we would
also like to know what progress is being made, and
when we might expect any work to begin.”
Sounds reasonable. Anyone who wants more
information is encouraged to contact the DCC and
ask for themselves. Perhaps if enough of us did it,
something might happen.
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What’s on in South D? Your community calendar
Regular happenings:

12.30pmResource making, baking and crafts @
the Hub. Call Yvette on 027 571 0322
Music and Movement, 10.45 - 11.15 @ the Hub
Coffee and Chat, 1.30 - 2.30pm, South Dunedin
Baptist Church, $1.00. Guest speakers and
activities.
Storytime 1:30pm during school terms. Stories
and songs for pre-school children & their caregivers. @ South Dunedin Community Pop Up, 199
Hillside Rd, South Dunedin.

Every Rahina/Monday:
B4 School Check, 9am - 12pm @ the Hub
Mama and pepe Pacific playgroup,
9.30am - 12.30pm, @ the Early Years Hub,
Ph Sellina 021 265 7762
Dunedin Korean Playgroup
9.30am - 2.30pm @ the Early Years Hub
The Rainbow Playgroup fro whanau of
LGBTQIA. 0 to 6 years, call Heidi 027 514 1790
Elementary English for beginner learners
1.00pm - 3.00pm, run by English language
Partners, @ the Early Years Hub, ph 455 5266
Steady As You Go gentle exercise falls
prevention classes 1.30 -2.30pm @ South Dunedin
Baptist Church, $2-$3

Every Rapare/Thursday:
B4 School Check, 9am - 12pm @ the Hub,
ph 0800 247224 to make appointment
The Breast Room in the House, 10:00am –
12:00pm, @ the Hub
Sidey lunch, 11.30am @ Sidey Hall, Thorn St,
Caversham. Free
South Dunedin Seniors Club, 2pm - 3.30pm.
Entertainment and Afternoon Tea $3.50.
South Dunedin Community Hall, 255 King Edward
Street.

Every Ratu/Tuesday:
Steady As You Go gentle exercise falls
prevention classes, 9.15 -10.15 am and again
10.30 – 11.30 am @ South Dunedin Baptist
Church $2-$3 / class
Kat’s Playtime Playgroup 9.30 - 11.30 @ the
Hub. For more information call Katrina on
021173 5618
The Breast Room in the House, 10:00 am –
12:00 pm, @ the Early Years Hub. The place for
mums to get breastfeeding information, help and
support. Just call in. For more information contact
Bushie on 021 260 4678
or email breastroom@gmail.com
Koru International Playgroup, 10:00 am – 12:00
pm @The Hub. A weekly play group for babies to 6
year-old and their families. For more information,
please call Ainee on 021 201 6704

Every Ramere/Friday:
B4 School Check, 9am - 12pm @ the Hub,
ph 0800 247224 to make appointment
Wild Things Kotuku Multi Ethnic Playgroup
9.30am - 12.30pm, @ the Hub
Ph 021 133 6903 or 477 2944
Craft group, @ Stepping Stones, 186
Macandrew Rd, 10am—12pm. Free
Dunedin Korean Playgroup
9.30am - 2.30pm @ the Hub
Steady As You Go gentle exercise falls
prevention classes,1 – 2 pm @ South Dunedin
Baptist Church, $2-$3
Lego Club 3:30pm-4:30pm. Use your imagination
and get building! Lego bricks provided. Suitable
ages - 5 yrs + @ South Dunedin Community Pop
Up, 199 Hillside Rd, South Dunedin.

Every Raapa/Wednesday:
Creators @ Home Kowhai Playgroup. 9.30am Other happenings…

Otepoti Babywearing Library, Wednesday 30 May, 10am - 12pm, @ the Hub
Make your own jams and pickles, Thursday 31 May, 10am - 1pm @ the Hub. Call Steph to book your
place on 466 3407
Mid-winter hotpots, Thursday 7 June, 10am - 1pm @ the Hub. Call Steph, as above.
Dunedin mums PND group, a support group run by mums, for mums. Fortnightly on Thursdays.
For more information call Tash on 021 1791232
It’s New Zealand Music Month! And you know what that means! Yes, that’s right, it’s the Nooks
and Crannies Music Festival at the Dunedin Public Library. From 11am until 4pm, on Sunday 27
May, fifty separate acts (soloists, bands, duets) will be performing amongst the library’s many
spaces, some large, some tiny. It’s all free, so if you have time on Sunday, why not go along and enjoy.
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Community garden news

Community hui (continued from page 1)
Amongst the ideas generated were



a South Dunedin Street Race for wheelchairs,
mobility scooters, kids scooters, skateboards,
and so on, to race for their lives over a short
distance. This idea roused the greatest
enthusiasm during the evening. It is in its
infancy and if you are keen to help to develop
it and join in, email Eleanor on the address
below. Should be fun!



Because of the high number of rental
properties, a suggestion was made that a
Neighbourhood Pack be developed to give to
new residents – (and established ones?) – to
let people know what’s available in the
community.

There are three community gardens in South D
“central” as well as gardens in Corstorphine and
Caversham. A small group has been meeting
regularly to explore ways to set up, maintain and
engage community involvement in the gardens.
What is clear is that without the buy-in from people
wanting to get involved and support a garden
project, nothing will happen.
Community gardens provide great opportunities to
learn about things that grow, mingle with your
neighbours and enjoy garden-fresh produce
straight to your table. Gardening times at these
gardens are as follows:
Catholic Social Services, Macandrew Rd,
Wednesdays, 1.30pm
Bathgate Park School, Macandrew Rd, every
second Sunday, 1 - 3pm.
Musselburgh School, unsure, contact the school!
If you want to find out more about these gardens,
you could contact us at southdnews@gmail.com or
contact the school or agency directly.



Encourage people to hold Neighbourhood
events – eg, a street party, or barbecue, or
morning tea with the neighbours. Because the
better we know our neighbours, the safer we
are in case of an emergency. The DCC has a
small grant available for these sort of events –
contact Paul Coffey at the DCC on 477-4000
or on email Paul.Coffey@dcc.govt.nz to
enquire about this funding.
Where to from here? There are two things you
could do:
Contact Eleanor and let her know if you keen to
help get the Race Day happening. With a good
group it won’t be too much for anyone and it should
be fun.
Come along to the next hui on 4th September, to
join in the conversation. If you want to be kept
informed about that, and if you would like full copies
of the notes from the hui, email Eleanor at
eleanordoig14@gmail.com and you will be put on
the list.
We leave the last word to Eleanor:
“We believe that we have the ability to work
together to build our community, and the stronger
and more connected we are, the better the
outcomes will be for us all.”

Wastewater challenges
Fun fact: 90% of Dunedin’s waste water comes
through South Dunedin.
This has direct implications when considering how
to mitigate the effects of heavy rain and rising sea
levels combined with aging and deteriorating pipes.
A main sewer is routed through the old Caversham
railway tunnel and joins the main South Dunedin
pipe at Surrey St. Unfortunately at high rainfall
times, the system gets overloaded, surface flooding
occurs and foul wastewater is mixed with
stormwater. Unfortunately, this then discharges into
the harbour at Portsmouth Drive.
Council engineers and planners are tasked with
deciding how to go about addressing these longterm challenges of the city’s water and drainage
infrastructure. It is a tricky business, with many
factors to take into account. More to come on this.

The Lowdown is produced and distributed by volunteers and relies on contributions from the
public. If you have anything to include, be it a contribution, or items for the calendar, please email us at
southdnews@gmail.com or contact Nick Orbell at the Dunedin City Council. Special thanks to
Ganesh Rout for sponsoring printing of The Lowdown.
Remember to check out the Proud to be South D facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/proudtobesouthd/
as well as the http://southdunedin.org.nz/ website, for more news about developments in our community.
Deadline for next edition is 14 June
If you can help deliver this newsletter to homes and businesses, please contact us at the email
address above.
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